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Holy Spirit, Ever living as the Church’s very 
life; 

Holy Spirit, ever striving through her in a 
ceaseless strife; 

Holy Spirit, ever forming in the Church the 
mind of Christ; 

Thee we praise with endless worship for thy 
fruits and gifts unpriced.1 

 

On Sunday, May 31st we celebrated Pentecost, 
that day when we acknowledge through the 
liturgy the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church. 
Without the Holy Spirit, the Church would not 
have survived persecutions and schisms, and 
such horrific humanly misguided events as the 
Crusades, the Inquisition, the persecution of 
Jews, and so on. This resistance to the Spirit has 
been present since The Fall. Even before the 
Christian Church came into being, it was the 
Pharisaical frenzy to keep the letter of The Law 
that put Christ on the Cross. No matter how much 
Jesus tried, he could not get the religious 
authorities of his day and time to understand the 
Spirit of The Law. Jesus was not a warrior with 
weapons of iron and steal, he did not and does 
not coerce or force us into „hearing‟ and „doing‟ 
what we are called to do by the Spirit. Jesus was 
a spiritual warrior, and his primary „weapon‟ was 
and is love. The Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit speaks in a „still, small 
voice‟ and the loudness of our human 
cacophony often drowns out that voice, 
though it is never silenced.  
 

The stories of Jesus healing the deaf with 
the word “Ephphatha – be open” point us 
toward  
                                                 
1
 Hymn #511, Hymnal 1982 “Holy Spirit, ever living” – 

Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939) 

 
2
 Galatians 5:22-23, 25 NRSV  

 

our need. These stories convey not just the 
physical healing of particular individuals with 
 bodily deafness. They speak to us of our own 
deafness to the „still, small voice‟ of the Holy Spirit 
speaking to us within our hearts, offering us 
guidance and comfort through the choices and 
challenges of our lives. These words – “Ephphatha 
– be open” speak to us of our own need for the 
spiritual healing of our spiritual deafness. 
 

In our Church we use prayer and discernment, 
Vestries, teams, Diocesan Councils, the House of 
Bishops, and General Convention, as well as 
many, many other types of groups and gatherings 
to try to discern the mind of Christ and to hear the 
voice of the Spirit. In the Upper Room after the 
Ascension, the gathering was of many, and when 
touched by the Spirit they all spoke in different 
tongues, yet each one understood the message. 
Other denominations rely on hierarchical 
pronouncements, believing that the Spirit speaks 
to one more clearly than to many, as when the 
Spirit came to the Virgin Mary all alone in her 
room. Many voices may make for greater clarity 
or greater obscuring of that „still, small voice‟ and 
I cannot presume to place any limits or conditions 
on how or when the Spirit speaks. Scripture does 
tell us, however, that “The Fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 
gentleness, and 
self-control. There 
is no law against 
such things...If we 
live by the Spirit let 
us be guided by the 
Spirit.”2  Even 
though we may, 
indeed, be doing 
exactly what the 

                                                 
 



Spirit has asked us to do, sometimes, it takes the 
Fruit of the Spirit a period of time to ripen and in 
the interim, there may be a fair amount of chaos 
and  unsettled feelings. 
In our Prayers of the People during this season 
of Pentecost, we will be responding to each 
prayer petition with the words “Hear us, Holy 
Spirit.” We might want to add in our hearts, 
“Help us to hear you, Holy Spirit.”   

 
                        
 
         My 

Thoughts 
 

 
 

The 
Schwartzmyers are 

but no means experienced travelers. For the 
last 4 years we have taken a spring vacation to 
Florida, flying out of the Buffalo Airport. When 
our kids were living at home, vacations were 
taken via a car, never by plane. 
 

Even with so few trips, I have been impressed 
watching flight crews board the plane. They  
look so fresh and crisp, pulling their carry- on 
luggage. I imagined they all had a nice room in 
one of the hotels on Genesee Street, across 
from the airport. They all looked so 
professional and rested. 
 

We had two connecting flights on our flight to 
and from Florida this year, and on each of the 
planes were uniformed men I thought to be 
pilots hopping a flight to another destination. I 
thought I heard one say he was flying back to 
Buffalo because he, lived near Jamestown. 
The other was quiet on the flight. 
Once again both looked fresh and 
professional, gods of the air. 
 

Another thing I noticed this year was a 
crew lounge at the JFK airport. Only 
flight crews could enter with a security 
code they punched in. From where I 
was sitting, the lounge looked rather 
bleak, drab, crowded and noisy 

That all sounds like pie in the sky right? We in 
Buffalo have seen testimony to the contrary 
from the crash of flight 3407. So far I have not 
seen any real investigation as to where a crew 
person sleeps. Our media reports across the 
board can be very weak on the investigative 
side. Some have crash pads in cities they 
frequent. Some sleep in the noisy lounges, 
against company policy. How many lounges 
are there across the county, and management 
doesn't know crew sleeps there. Is 
management locked out of the lounges? 
Perhaps management doesn't want to know if 
a pilot is sleeping in the lounge against policy. 
Hello! 
 

The copilot on flight 3407 had never flown in 
icy conditions. Hello, why was she flying in the 
northeast in February? 
The crew didn't notice the drop in speed and 
altitude in icy conditions. Hello, why not? We 
all know how to drive in the ice in Buffalo, hold 
on to the steering wheel, real tight, red 
knuckles and pay attention. The crew didn't 
pay attention in an ice storm? Hello! 
 

The pilot had never been trained in simulation 
for a stall. Hello, how much would it have cost 
to train him for a stall?  It seems common 
sense to me when a plane is about to stall, 
give it some air, dive, get the engine going and 
then pull up. Trying to climb when the engine 
was weak suffocated it. 
 

We have heard about a sterile zone below 
10,000 feet with no crew chatter. Concentration 
is key. land the plane, think about it, 
concentrate. Was this the only crew who broke 
that rule, or does it happen more frequently. 
Hello!  This was a one of a kind event? 
 

God was my Copilot was published in the 
1940's and made into a 
movie. We know God is 
everywhere but can He 
fly every plane home 
safely?  Maybe He 
should 
 

Paul Schwartzmyer 
 

 



Common 
Sense 

 
I‟m sure many of us 
have wondered if it is 

safe to use the 
common cup at 
communion.  With the 

recent scare of the H1N1 virus, this concern 
has come up again. 
 

 A combination of current literature and expert 
medical advice has concluded: 

1) Sipping from the common cup 
represents a minimal risk of 
transmission of an infection 

2) Sharing a handshake in the exchange 
of the peace represents minimal risk 
of transmission of an infection 

Both of these activities fall within our normal 
risks of daily living. 

3) The practice of intinction can be 
perceived as a higher risk activity. 
Fingertips of intinctors may 
contaminate the shared wine with 
pathogens other than those found in 
saliva.   

 

 What are we to do?  Enjoy the blessing of 
communion, yet be mindful NOT to drink from 
the cup if you have a virus or infectious 
process. If you do use intinction, watch that 
your fingers DO NOT come in contact with the 
wine. 
 

Regarding the exchange of the Peace. 
It is hard to imagine worship at St. Peter‟s, 
without exchanging the peace before coming to 
the Lord‟s Table.  The risk of transmission 
can be reduced by: 

1. Staying home if you have a 
cold or flu.  

2. If you are ill, give the peace 
sign instead of shaking hands 

3. If you need to cough, use your 
sleeve 

4. Use of a hand sanitizer 
before attending worship. 
We will place a couple 
bottles in the narthex to use as you 
pick up your bulletin. 

 Nothing really needs to change; we‟ll just 
continue to use our common sense. 
 

“Take eat: this is my Body which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins….” 
Amen                  The Book of Common Prayer 
 

Shalom,      
 Lois Tripp, CRNI, 
Parish Nurse 

 
 
 

Updates to the Prayer Chain 
Start June 7th 

 

Starting in June, the prayer list will be “purged”.   
All current names will be removed unless you 
let me know that the names need our ongoing 
prayers. Names will go to one of two lists. 
 

We will have an “short term” list and a “long 
term” list.  The short term list will be recent 
requests and be read weekly for 3 months or 
less if you request the name be removed.   
 

After 3 months, the names will go to our long 
term list if you alert me that they need our 
ongoing prayers.  This list will be read every 
2nd Sunday, on healing Sunday and also be 
published monthly in The Rock.  The prayer 
chain will continue to pray for all names, but 
this way the list read weekly will be more 
manageable and highlight our recent additions.  
By reading all names on healing Sunday and 
publishing the names in The Rock we honor 
and remember those whose need continues. 

 

I hope everyone understands the need 
for this change.  I was getting various 
feedbacks about how to manage the 
prayer list.  I came to this decision after 
prayer and consultation with members 
of the health and healing committee.   

 

God Bless! 
Sue Gunn 

 
 

 
 



Threads of 
Hope Linen 
Pantry News 

 

We have been busily serving 
our clients this month.  A 

reminder that we are now open both the 
second and fourth Wednesday from 10:00am-
12:00pm.  We have added two new members 
to our crew, Elaine Miller and Diane Bruno. 
.Thanks for your help.   
 

 A "SPECIAL" thanks to Lois Tripp. You were a 
great asset in our pantry. We appreciate your 
recent silverware donation. We will miss you 
on our "crew", but wish you nothing but the  
best on your new endeavor as "Parish Nurse 
Coordinator". Your service to our Mission will 
never be forgotten. 
 

Some popular items we are in need of are: 
pots & pans, shower liners & rings ,wash 
cloths, bath towels, irons, lamps, microwaves, 
televisions, silverware and personal hygiene 
items.  Any and every donation is greatfully 
appreciated, as you are touching a life. 
 

 As always...Thank-you to our dedicated 
drivers Deacon Tom, Ed Hill and anyone else 
who makes the deliveries. You are essential to 
our success. 
 

Sharon Taube 
 

Food from the Heart 
 I want to thank all those who have made or 
purchased food for the program.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated by so many.  
Currently, we are in need of main dishes 
(example - casseroles, 
chili, soups, pastas, etc.).  
Once again, thank you for 
your help.  Ginny 
Hemmer (716-688-8418, 
or  mvstout@hotmail.com) 

  
 

Food Pantry 
 

Memorial Day has come and summer is 
officially here.  By the end of the month, 
students will be out of school and will no longer 
be able to get a free breakfast and lunch at 
school.  More and more adults are losing their 
jobs, getting their hours cut or taking a cut in 
pay.  Families will be relying on food pantries 
for additional help.  People are not hungry and 
needing food assistance just around 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The need is 
great all year long.  
 

Please continue to bring in your food items to 
church each Sunday this summer for our local 
food pantry.  Dorothy Talbot and Robert, her 
grandson, deliver the food monthly.  Keep 
Dorothy busy and out of trouble at least one 
day a month.   
 
 

Thank you to…… 
 

 Alison Mohr as Superintendant of the                                    

Sunday School. 

 All the Sunday School teachers and 

substitute teachers. 

 All the students who participated in the 

Pentecost service. 

 Sheila Fournier for all the time she has 

spent with the children and the adult chime 

choir and the contemporary choir.   

 Ed Hill and John Frantz for the flowers 

around the Mission House. 

 Betty Peters and Carma Miccoli for all the 

extra hours spent in the Linen Pantry. 

.  
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Sunday School 
News  
 
 Another great Sunday School 
year has  concluded for the 
children and teachers of St. 
Peters.  May 31st was Youth 
Sunday and Sunday School 
recognition day.  Children in 
grades K-5 were given an 
insulated water bottle holder with animals on it 
to decorate, as their year end gift.  All of the 
animals were animals we had studied this year 
in our classes.  The animals taught us about 
values, morals, God and the Bible.   
 
I was also able to give our final mite box 
project report on Sunday.  We raised $240 for 
the Aquarium of Niagara.  The children decided 
to use the money collected to adopt a 
California sea lion, a Peruvian penguin, an 
electric eel, a clown fish, a sand tiger shark 
and a piranha.  We also took many bags of 
donated items from the Aquarium's Wish List to 
the Aquarium.  Thank you to all who helped 
and to all who visited the Aquarium with us.  
We had over sixty people join us.  What a great 
way to end a Lenten project! 
 
 
 

Sunday School is officially over until mid 
to late September.  The children will be 
in church with their families for the 
summer.  This includes the nursery, 
unless anyone out there is interested in 
leading summer nursery and/or child 
care coverage.  Our teachers and their 
helpers have earned their summer 
“break”.  We are looking forward to 
actually being able to attend church 
service. The only current exception is on 

June 21st, when we will have the children 
downstairs to make a special Father's Day craft.   
 
Although we may be on "break," the teachers 
will be meeting over the summer.  We are 
organizing classes and teacher assignments.  
The rooms will also be reassigned, and in 
some cases, redecorated.  We have much 
work to do over the summer, which is why I put 
“break” in quotations.  All of the teachers wish 
all of our children and their families a happy 
and safe summer!  Thank you to all of the 
people of St. Peters for their support of our 
2008-2009 Sunday School program. 
 
Alison L. Mohr 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Peter’s Lawn Sale 
August 1st  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

  
$10 per -10 x 10 space (NO TABLE-
MUST BRING YOUR OWN) if paid 
before June 15th. 

 

$15 per-10 x 10 space (NO TABLE-
MUST BRING YOUR 
OWN) if paid after 
June 15th. 
 

No electricity 
available    
 

Set-up time 7 a.m. 
to 9 a.m.   

 

 
Food will be available for purchase  
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.    
 

Confirmation letter to follow upon  
receiving your registration 
 

St. Peter‟s will not be held responsible  
for the loss or damage of any personal 
property of any kind. 
  
 
 
 
 

 



Friendship Partnership Update 
 
We will soon complete the 4th month of 
sponsorship of  Za Mang and his Burmese 
family. 
 

The three teenagers are finishing up their first 
American school year, and Lian(the eldest son) 
recently visited his sister‟s high school to see 
where he will study next year. All 3 are learning 
English at a fairly rapid pace. I recently took 
them to pick out their very first pair of NEW 
shoes- paid for by the Partnership Fund.  
 

Father Za Mang continues to be schooled in 
English, and is beginning to ready himself for 
seeking employment. Mother Tha Men has a 
new set of cookware from us also, seeing that 
the original ones donated by us have fallen into 
disrepair from constant use. 
 

In the beginning of May we included the family 
on our parish visit to the Aquarium of Niagara 
Falls, and they had a blast. On June 28, along 
with other St. Peterites, we intend to treat them 
to a good old fashioned American baseball 
game at Coca-Cola Field.  
 

I also need to thank all of you who contributed in 
any way towards the refugee families displaced 
by the fire some weeks ago. A special thank you 
to Betty Peters and Carma Miccoli for organizing 
materials from the Linen Pantry. Your care and 
concern helped speed up the process of getting 
them back on their feet.  
 

Please keep Joanne Coury-Frake in your 
prayers as she recovers from cancer surgery. 
Joanne, a Calvary parishioner, has been one of 
the stronger forces behind the establishment of 
our deanery partnership, and coordinates the 
mentoring program in effect for the family.  
 

Peace and Blessings on you all.  
 Deacon Tom    

 
 
 

Save the Dates 
 

1) Sunday, June 
28th – We will be 
visited by 
members of 
Ephphatha 
Church of the 
Deaf at the 10 
o‟clock service. 
We will welcome our guests at special 
Coffee Hour after the service. 

2) Saturday, August 1st – Our parish Lawn 
Sale will take place. Tables are available 
(to rent) and helpers are needed with 
certain activities. Contact Kristie Payne 
for details. 

3) Sunday, August 2nd – We will have a 
second visit by members of Ephphatha 
Church of the Deaf at the 10 o‟clock 
service. 

4) Sunday, August 23rd – There will be a 
picnic for all the parishes in the Eastern 
Erie Deanery. We will have our regular 8 
and 10 am services, followed by car-pooling 
to Marilla Town Park. Two shelters have 
been reserved. It‟s potluck, and there will 
be games for all ages. Everyone is invited. 
Details to follow. 

5) Sunday, September 13th – We will have 
our own St. Peter‟s Parish Picnic at 
Ellicott Creek. We will have our regular 
service at the church at 8 am, followed by 
a Eucharist in the park at 11 am. Start 
praying now for warmth and no rain ☺ 

6) Sunday, September 13th – At 7 pm 
Pastor Barbara will be leading the second 
service in the manner of Taizé for the 
East Aurora Music Association of the 
churches of East Aurora. There will be 
many musicians and singers. The Lenten 
service this year was truly prayerful. 
Please mark your calendar and we‟ll 
hopefully have some folks who can 
carpool from St. Peter‟s. 

7) Sunday, September 20th – We will have 
a special celebration honoring the 
ministry and workers of the Threads of 
Hope Linen Pantry.  

 

 
 



Diocesan Summer Camp 

 

Add Diocesan Summer Youth camp to your 
summer plans.  Sleep Away Camp for youth 
ages 8-12 is held from August 19-22.  Camp 
applications and health forms are online and can 
be downloaded at EYouthWNY.org.  speak to 
Pastor Barbara if interested in attending.   
 
 

Happy Father 
 
I use to call him Daddy 
And then just called him Dad, 
As I got older I called him 'other things' 
When he would make me mad. 
 
He planted me before my birth 
and provided for my needs, 
He taught me how to ride my bike 
Mow the lawn and cut the weeds. 
 

He taught me how to walk, then run 
And was my coach when I played ball. 
He was not only my coach in sports 
But warned me of some of 'life's falls. 
 

Dad also taught me how to fish and hunt 
And how to play games when I was young, 
He took me out on camping trips 
And taught me how to hunt, safely handling my 
gun. 
 

So Dad, I pray you'll forgive me 
For not writing or calling more than I do. 
But this is one time of the year 
I just want to make sure you know 
Dad, I LOVE YOU! 
 
More calls are 
made collect on 
Fatherôs Day 
than any 
other 
day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurers Report 
As of May 31, 2009 

 
 
Operating Account 

 RECEIPTS YTD Actual 

   Plate & Pledge 29,717.81 

   Liturgical & Outreach & Special 7,980.38 

   Memorials 539.00 

   Other 1,107.79 

TOTAL RECEIPTS $39,344.98 

  Capital Funds-Spiffy - YTD $4,507.06 

 
  

DISBURSEMENTS YTD Actual 

  Building & Grounds $2,423.22 

  Clergy  13,518.01 

  Memorial Expense 351.15 

  Operations  3,693.80 

  Outreach 10,949.36 
  Personnel/Payroll tax/Payroll 
Service 3,513.63 

  Utilities 4,338.55 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $38,787.72  

  St Peter's Account Balance 
5/31/2009 

 First Niagara Fund- Checking $5.15  

  Money Market - Savings    $7,981.02 

Withdrawal -$186.00 

Deposit $1,965.30 

Total 5/31/09 $9,760.32 

           22.00 Music Fund 
        6327.77  Renovation Fund 
          555.00  Continuing Ed. 
       1,423.25  Meath Memorial 
            47.64  Farley Memorial 
          158.05  Blunt Memorial 
          400.00  Frantz Memorial 
            25.00  Smith Memorial 
          500.00  Walgate Memorial 
            59.15  Wellness Ministry 
          102.00  Summer Camp 
            79.00  Theological Ed. 
            61.50   UTO -Spring 
           
 Money Market - Checking  5/31/09 $542.20 

J2A Pilgrimage Fund   5/31/09 $449.18  

Threads of Hope Checking  5/31/09 $246.00 

Columbarium Fund  5/31/09 $3,512.60 

Morningstar Ministries  5/31/09 $8,063.24 

Lillian Shandraw Ed. Fund  5/31/09 $301.50 



Goodsearch.com  

 

Have your been using Goodsearch as your 
internet server?  Some of you have because 
it indicates the parish has earned almost $18 
so far this year.  Type 
www.Goodsearch.com” and use that as 
your server and indicate St. Peter‟s Episcopal 
Church, Amherst as your charity. We will earn 
a penny for each hit.  What an easy way to 
add a few dollars for your church.  
  
Goodsearch also has a shopping service for 
your online shopping needs.  That too 
generates pennies for the parish.  As you 
know pennies can become dollars.  
 

 
Recycling 

Speaking of pennies becoming dollars, 
recycling our newspapers, magazines, junk 
mail and shredded material (no cardboard 
boxes) also brings us a few dollars and more 
importantly helps the environment.      
 
 
 

Meditation 
Dear God,   
 

I am grateful for the people that cross my path 
on this adventure called life.  
 

I am blessed by family and friends who love 
me; co-workers who share their talents and 
gifts so freely; and teachers who remind me 
of Your great love.  
  
I am thankful for the Earth and air; for water 
and food that sustains me 

.  
Everywhere I look, I see Your handiwork 
revealed as this incredible, interlocking and 
expanding pattern of life. 
  
Your presence and power are mighty in the 
midst of me. 
  
Thank You, God. 
Amen 

 
Thank You Note 

 

Thank you for your very generous donation to 
our Food Pantry.  We have so many needy 
families coming to us for help.  We greatly 
appreciate your generosity. 
 

Good Bless You, 
 

University Presbyterian Food Pantry 

 
 

 
Thank you to…… 

 

 Alison Mohr as Superintendant of the                                    

Sunday School. 

 All the Sunday School teachers and 

substitute teachers. 

 All the students who participated in the 

Penticost service. 

 Sheila Fournier for all the time she has 

spent with the children and the adult chime 

choir and the contemporary choir.   

 Ed Hill and John Frantz for the flowers 

around the Mission House. 

 Betty Peters and Carma Miccoli for all the 

extra hours spent in the Linen Pantry. 

 Deacon Tom for updating the outdoor sign 

weekly. 

 John Frantz for collecting and returning 

pop cans for the Renovation Fund.  

 


